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Introduction to the Book of Revelation 

7:00-7:40 pm Friday, August 8 

 

I.  Introductory Comments: Asking the Right Questions! 

 

II. Introduction to Apocalyptic Literature 

 

A. Preliminary Definitions 

 

 1. Apocalyptic – literary form and mindset 

 

2. Apocalypticism and millenarianism – social movement and worldview  

 

3. Apocrypha – a set corpus (i.e., Tobit, Judith, 1-2 Maccabees, Baruch, etc.) 

 

4. Apocalyptic eschatology  

 

B. General Features of Apocalyptic 

 

 1. A revelation from God  

 

 2.  Presence of an angelic mediator/interpreter/tour guide 

 

 3. A seer/prophet  

 

 4. Both about present and future events  

 

C. Other Features of Apocalyptic Literature  

 

1. Cosmic dualism 

 

2. Spiritual conflict and ultimate divine sovereignty and victory 

 

3. Use of symbolic language 

 

 4. Ethical dimension and Deuteronomistic assumptions 

 

D.  Purpose of Apocalyptic Literature (Background for Revelation) 

 

1.  Reflection on and response to evil  

 

2.  Deuteronomistic principle had to be reinterpreted  

 

3.  The certainty of God’s promises 
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E. Biblical Examples of Apocalyptic Writings 

 

 1. Old Testament: Daniel; Ezekiel; Zechariah  

 

 2. Second Temple Literature: 4 Ezra; 2 Baruch  

 

3. New Testament: Mark 13//Matt 24//Luke 21; 1 Thess 4:13–18; 2 Thess 

2:1–12; 1 Cor 15:20–26, 51–53 

 

F. From Prophecy to Apocalyptic 

 

III. The Uniqueness of Revelation 

 

 A. An Epistle Before an Apocalypse  

 

 B. One Progressive Vision with Narrative Structure 

 

 C. Not Pseudepigraphical  

 

 D. Purpose of the Vision   

 

IV. Author, Date, Genre, Purpose, and Basic Structure 

 

A. Author 

 

B. Audience 

 

C. Date 

 

 (Emperor Nero – AD 54–68) 

 Emperor Domitian – AD 81–96  

 

D. Types of Genres within Revelation 
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Outline of the Book of Revelation 

 

I. Prologue (1:1–8)  

II. Revelation of the Risen Christ (1:9–20) 

III. Messages to the Seven Churches (2:1–3:22) 

IV. The Throne of God and Christ the Lamb (4:1–5:14) 

V. The Seven Seals (6:1–8:1) 

 A. The First Six Seals (6:1–17) 

 B. Interlude: Saints on Earth and in Heaven (7:1–17) 

 C. The Seventh Seal (8:1)  

VI. The Seven Trumpets (8:2–11:19)  

 A. The First Six Trumpets (8:2–9:21)  

 B. Interlude: The “Little” Scroll and the Two Witness (10:1–11:13)   

 C. The Seventh Trumpet (11:14–19)  

VII. The Woman and the Dragon; War in Heaven and on Earth (12:1–15:8)  

VIII. Seven Final Bowl Judgments (16:1–21) 

IX. The Prostitute and the Scarlet Beast (17:1–18) 

X. Fall of Babylon the Great (18:1-19:5) 

 A. A Lament in Three Parts (18:1–24) 

 B. Hallelujah Chorus: A Praise in Three Parts (19:1–5) 

XI. Final Victory (19:6–20:15) 

 A. Thousand-year Reign of Christ and Satan’s Destruction (20:1–10) 

 B. Great White Throne Judgment (20:11–15) 

XII. New Heaven and New Earth (21:1–22:5)  

XIII. Epilogue (22:6–21) 
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The Purpose of the Book of Revelation and 

the Use of Symbolic Language 

7:50-8:30 pm Friday, August 8 

 

V. The Purpose of Revelation  

 

A. Eschatological or Ethical?  

 

“Recent research has shown that apocalyptic literature’s primary concern is 

precisely the situation in which God’s people find themselves in this world, a 

situation that is caused by political, social, and economic forces which are 

identified, challenged, and called to account in a unique way in this type of 

literature.” (Alan Boesak, Comfort and Protest [WJK, 1987], 18) 

 

B.  The Two Sides of the One Purpose of Revelation 

 

1.  Encouragement 

 

  2. Warning 

 

KEY: God wins! 

 

VI.  The Nature and Power of Symbols  

 

 A. Powerful and evocative 

 

 B. Rooted in original context, although flexible 

 

 C. Symbolic imagery depicts a world that transcends reality.  

 

D. Interpreting Revelation’s Symbolic Language 

 

  1.  Symbolic (description) versus literal (correspondence) 

 

• “Today is Monday.” 

• “The Lord is my shepherd.” 

• “The symbols can thus retain a surplus of meaning which any 

translation into literal terms runs the risk of reducing” (Richard 

Bauckham, The Theology of the Book of Revelation [Cambridge 

University Press, 1993], 10).  

 

2. Unlocking the Meaning of Symbols 

 

  a. Within Revelation itself (e.g., Rev 1:20) 

  

  b. The Old Testament  
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c. Second Temple Literature and First-century Roman Context 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Obverse (“heads”) - IMP CAES DOMITIAN VS AVG PM – 

Emperor Caesar (originally family name of Julius Caesar) 

Domitian Vespasian (family name) Augustus (revered one) 

Pontifex Maximus (high priest; head of civic religion) 

 

Reverse (“tails”) - DIVVS CAESAR IMP DOMITIAN I F – 

Divine Caesar Emperor Domitian Unum Filius 

 

Hint: Start at the bottom and proceed counterclockwise!  

 

3.  Summary: Two Key Points  

 

a.  Symbols can’t mean anything that we want them to!  

 

b. Cannot switch arbitrarily between literal and symbolic  

 
VII. Approaches to Interpreting Revelation 

 

A.  Different Basic Approaches 

 

1. Historicism (fulfilled throughout church history) 

 

2. Preterism (completely fulfilled during 1st century; or everything but the final 

week from Daniel’s revelation) 

 

3. Idealism (not tied to history; eventual victory of Christianity) 

 

4. Futurism (how God will guide history/the future) 

 

B. Different Understanding of the Millennium (Rev 20:1–6) 
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1.  Premillennial  

2. Postmillennial 

 

3. Amillennial 

  

4. Factoring in the “Rapture”  

 

a. Pretribulation  

 

b. Post-tribulation  

 

   c. Midtributulation  
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Revelation 1 – The Opening Vision of the Risen Lord Jesus  

10:00-10:40 am Saturday, August 9 

 

Introductory Reflections  

 

I.  The Prologue –Revelation 1:1–8 

 

A. The Opening Blessing (vv. 1-3) 

 

1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must 

happen very soon. He made it clear by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who 

then testified to everything that he saw concerning the word of God and the testimony 

about Jesus Christ. 3 Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy aloud and 

blessed are those who hear and obey the things written in it, because the time is near! 

[NET] 

 

v. 1 

- what must happen very soon – keeps every generation expectant, emphasis on 

God’s sovereignty  

- made it clear – visions are meant to be understood! 

- God give to Jesus – to angel – to John – to leaders of churches – to us 

- key point is that God is revealing not concealing 

 

v. 2 

- key themes of servant and witness/testimony; many parallels to John’s Gospel  

- testimony of Jesus – what Jesus says in Revelation and what Revelation says 

about Jesus  

 

v. 3 

- blessing for those who read this book 

- first of 7 beatitudes  

 

B. The Opening Doxology (vv. 4-8) 

 
4 From John, to the seven churches that are in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to 

you from “he who is,” and who was, and who is still to come, and from the seven spirits 

who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ—the faithful witness, the firstborn 

from among the dead, the ruler over the kings of the earth. To the one who loves us and 

has set us free from our sins at the cost of his own blood 6 and has appointed us as a 

kingdom, as priests serving his God and Father—to him be the glory and the power for 

ever and ever! Amen. 
 

7 Look! He is returning with the clouds,  

and every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him,  
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and all the tribes on the earth will mourn because of him. 

This will certainly come to pass! Amen.  
 

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God—the one who is, and who was, and 

who is still to come—the All-Powerful!  

 

v. 4 

- 7 as complete, hence church universal 

- grace – God’s unmerited favor 

- peace – original shalom  

 

God – Father: allusion to Exod 3:14 (YHWH) 

 

God – Spirit: allusion to Zech 4:2-6 
 

v. 5  

God – Son, Jesus Christ  

 - faithful witness – Ps 89:37; see also John 1:18  

- firstborn from the dead – Ps 89;27; see also Col 1:18  

 - finally ruler of kings of the earth – Ps 89:27 

 

v. 6 – kingdom and priests, Exod 19:6; 1 Pet 2:9 

 

v. 7 – son of Man, Dan 7:13; quoted in Matt 24:30; 26:64; Mark 13:26; 14:62; 

Luke 21:27 

- near citation of Zech 12:10 

 

v. 8 – the beginning and the end, Rev 22:13; see also 1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7; 

19:6; 21:22 

 

II. The Opening Vision – Revelation 1:9–20 

 

A.  John’s Commission (vv. 9–11) 

 
9 I, John, your brother and the one who shares with you in the persecution, kingdom, and 

endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God 

and the testimony about Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day when I heard 

behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11 saying: “Write in a book what you see and send 

it to the seven churches—to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, 

and Laodicea.” 

 

v. 9 – like Isaiah (6) and Ezekiel (1)  

- Patmos island about 100km or 62 miles from Ephesus 

- John likely returned to Ephesus after end of Domitian’s reign in AD 96 

 

v. 10 – in the Spirit; Lord’s day; first day of the week 

- see John 4:23 
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- voice like a trumpet  

- OT - various purposes (Num 10:3–10; Lev 23:24; Num 29:1; Ps 98:6; 1 Kgs 

1:34; 2 Kgs 9:13; 2 Chron 5:12) 

 - NT - announce eschaton (Matt 24:31; 1 Cor 15:52; 1 Thess 4:16) 

- Rev, eschatological trumpets, God’s presence and justice 

 

v. 11 – 7 churches; likely along a postal route; but intended for church universal 

 

 B. The Vision of Jesus: A Sevenfold Description (vv. 12–16) 

 
12 I turned to see whose voice was speaking to me, and when I did so, I saw seven golden 

lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the lampstands was one like a son of man. He was 

dressed in a robe extending down to his feet and he wore a wide golden belt around his 

chest. 14 His head and hair were as white as wool, even as white as snow, and his eyes 

were like a fiery flame. 15 His feet were like polished bronze refined in a furnace, and his 

voice was like the roar of many waters. 16 He held seven stars in his right hand, and a 

sharp double-edged sword extended out of his mouth. His face shone like the sun shining 

at full strength.  

 

v. 12 – 7 lampstands: tabernacle - Exod 25:31-40; temple - 1 Kings 8:49; see Matt 

5:14-16; Phil 2:18 

 

v. 13 – one like a son of man, Dan 7:13; 10:5 

(1) dressed in robe with golden sash (priest and king; Exod 28:40) 

 

v. 14 – (2) white hair (purity), Dan 7:9; see also Isa 1:18; Ps 84:11; Isa 60:19 

(3) eyes as flames of fire (omniscient), Dan 10:6  

 

v. 15 – (4) feet as burnished iron (strength, stability), Dan 10:6  

(5) voice as rushing waters (awe-inspiring, powerful), Ezek 43:2; Dan 

10:6 

v. 16 – (6) holds seven stars (sovereignty, spiritual protection; see v. 20) 

(7) mouth as sword (divine judgment/power over life and death), Rev 

19:15, 21; see also Heb 4:12; Ps 149:6 

 

Summary: Brilliance of Christ’s appearance, recalls Trans- figuration, Matt 17:1–

13//Mark 9:2–13//Luke 9:28–36 

 

C. Assurance and Explanation (vv. 17–20) 

 
17 When I saw him I fell down at his feet as though I were dead, but  he placed his right 

hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid! I am the first and the last, 18 and the one who 

lives! I was dead, but look, now I am alive—forever and ever—and I hold the keys of 

death and of Hades! 19 Therefore write what you saw, what is, and what will be after these 

things. 20 The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and the seven 
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golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches and the 

seven lampstands are the seven churches. 

 

v. 17 – falls to face, Dan 10:9; Ezek 1:28; Acts 9:4 

- first and last - as totality of all existence 

 

v. 18 – living God, John 14:6  

- holds the keys of death and Hades, Rev 3:7; Isa 22:22; see also Matt 16:19 

 

v. 20 – possible allusion to Dan 10:13 

 

Some Closing Reflections  

 

1.  Revelation challenges our faulty views of life and the end – God wins! 

 

2.  Revelation challenges our faulty views of Christ and invites us to fill our 

imaginations with images informed by Scripture. Our imaginations are too small!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Open Door Presbyterian 

© Dana M. Harris - 2025 11 

Revelation 2–3: Letters to the Seven Churches 

God’s Hearing Test: Listen to What the Spirit Says to the Church 

10:50-11:30 am Saturday, August 9 

 

I.  The Structure of the Letters (note especially what is emphasized or missing) 

1) charge to angel to “write” [and send]  

2)  link to prologue  

3) praise of positive  

4) censure of weakness; warning  

5) solution  

6) promise to those who overcome 

7) closing exhortation “let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches” 

 

 

********** 

 

Ephesus (Rev 2:1–7) – Remember Your First Love (Keeping [the Body of] Christ First) 

 

I.  Specific Background for Ephesus 

City background 

Church background  

 

II.  The Letter to the Church at Ephesus 

1) charge to angel to write, v. 1 

2) link to prologue, v. 1; see 1:13, 16 

3) praise of positive, vv. 2–3; false teachers; see Acts 20:29–30; Eph 4:14 

4) censure of weakness, v. 4 

5) solution, v. 5; warning (second part of 4), v. 5; additional encouragement, v. 6 

7) closing exhortation, v. 7 

6) promise to those who overcome, v. 7 

 

III. Application 

1) Know how to test false prophets 

2) Guard love for God and for fellow believers 
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********** 

 

Smyrna (Rev 2:8–11) – Persevere in the Face of Persecution 

 

I.  Specific Background for Smyrna 

City background 

Church background  

 

II.  The Letter to the Church at Smyrna 

1) charge to angel to write, v. 8 

2) link to prologue, v. 8; see 1:17–18; cf. 21:6) 

3) praise of positive, v. 9; true Jews, Rom 2:28–29; false Jews, John 8:31–47  

4) censure of weakness – NONE! 

5) solution (endure persecution), v. 10; testing, Dan 1:11–16; do not fear those who can 

kill the physical body, Matt 10:28; godly will be persecuted, 2 Tim 3:12 

6) promise to those who overcome, vv. 10–11; crown of life, Jas 1:12; see also 1 Pet 5:4; 

second death, Rev. 20: 6, 14; 21:8; cf. Matt 10:28; Luke 12:4–5 

7) closing exhortation, v. 11 

 

III. Application 

1) Understand this passage and its implications for anti-Semitism. 

- In its historical context, this passage does NOT give warrant for anti-Semitism. 

- Properly understood, this passage encourages us to pray for and seek out 

opportunities to share the Gospel with Jews.  

2) Consider Our Own Willingness to Follow Jesus Fully (see Matt 24:9; Mark 8:34-38). 

- This passage encourages us to ask hard questions about our commitment to 

Christ:  

- How much is Jesus worth to me? 

- Will I be willing to die for him if I am asked to do so? 

- How much might I compromise to avoid rejection for the Gospel? 

- This passage encourages us to pray  for the persecuted Church. 
  

********** 
 

Pergamum (Rev 2:12–17) – Wrong Thinking Always Leads to Wrong Action 
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I.  Specific Background for Pergamum 

City background 

Church background  

 

II.  The Letter to the Church at Pergamum 

1) charge to angel to write, v. 12 

2) link to prologue, v. 12; see 1:16; 19:15, 21; cf. Isa 11:4; Ps 149:6; Heb 4:12 

  3) praise of positive, v. 13  

Christ knows 3 things about their situation 

a) the difficult location in which they live 

b) their faithfulness 

c) their past refusal to denounce Christ 

 4) censure of weakness, vv. 14–15; Balaam, Num 22-25; 31:16 

5) solution (repent), v. 16 

 6) closing exhortation “let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches,” v. 17 

7) promise to those who overcome, v. 17; hidden manna, Exod 16:32-34; 2 Macc 2:4–7; 

John 6:32–35; hidden name, Isa 56:5, 62:2, 65:15 

 

III. Application 

1) The danger of tolerating false teaching 

2) The danger of assimilating to the society in which we live 

 

 

********** 
 

Thyatira (Rev 2:18–29) – Don’t Flirt with Evil  

(Give It an Inch and It’ll Take a Mile) 

 

I.  Specific Background for Thyatira 

City background 

Church background  

 

II.  The Letter to the Church at Thyatira 

1) charge to angel to write, v. 18 

2) link to prologue, v. 18; see 1:14–15; Dan 10–12 

3) praise of positive, v. 19; 4 things: love, faith, service, endurance 

4) censure of weakness, vv. 20–23; Jezebel, 1 Kings 18; Jesus anticipated false prophets 

would arise, Matt 24:4-5, 11, 24; Mark 13:5-6, 22; OT links apostasy and sexual 

immorality, Hos 9:1; Jer 3:6; Ezek 23:19 

5) solution, vv. 24–25  
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6) promise to those who overcome, vv. 26–27; Christ’s messianic rule over the nations, 

Ps 2; Rev 19:15; Matt 11:28; 1 Cor 6:3; Christ as “bright morning star,” Rev 

22:16; Num 24:17 

7) closing exhortation “let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches,” v. 29 

 

III. Application 

1) How far should we accept and follow the teaching and practices our society?  

2) How can we avoid compromise in our mindsets living in a nonbelieving society? 

3) How can we avoid cooperating with institutional evil that exploits individuals? 

 

 

********** 
 

Sardis (Rev 3:1–6) – Wake Up! Overcoming Spiritual Fatigue 

 

I.  Specific Background for Sardis 

City Background  

Church Background 

 

II.  The Letter to the Church at Sardis 

1) charge to angel to write, v. 1 

2) link to prologue, v. 1; seven spirits, Rev 1:4; Zech 4: 1–10; seven stars, Rev 

1:16, 20 

 3) “praise” of positive, v. 1 

4) censure of weakness, v. 1 

5) solution, vv. 2–3; imperatives – wake up! strengthen! remember! obey! repent!; Christ 

coming like a thief, Matt 24:36–25:13; Mark 13:35–37; Luke 12:36–39; not being 

caught unaware by the Second Coming, 1 Thess 5:2; 2 Pet 2:10; Rev 16:15 

6) promise to those who overcome, vv. 4–5; white robes, see esp. Rev 17:9–10; Dan 7:9; 

Zech 3:1–10; Book of Life, Rev 13:8; 17:8; 20:12, 15; 21:27; divine ledger, Exod 

32:32–33; citizen register in Israel, Ps 9:5; 87:6; Isa 4:3; book of life, Ps 69:28; 

Dan 12:1; Luke 10:20; Phil 4:3; Heb 12:23; Christ will confess name before God 

and the angels, Matt 10:32; Luke 12:8; see also Mark 8:38; Luke 9:26 

7) closing exhortation “let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches,” v. 6 

 

III. Application 

1) A Warning for Sleeping Churches 

2) A Warning for Sleeping Individuals  
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********** 
 

Philadelphia (Rev 3:7–13) –– To Be Faithful Is Better than to Be “Successful” 

 

I.  Specific Background for Philadelphia 

City Background  

Church Background 

 

II.  The Letter to the Church at Philadelphia 

1) charge to angel to write, v. 7 

2) link to prologue, v. 7; Holy One, Isa 40:25; used of Jesus, Mark 1:24; John 

6:69; Rev 6:10; key of David, Isa 22:15–25; see also Isa 45:1; Ezek 44:2; former 

blind man, John 9:34; door references in Revelation: an open door to heaven, 4:1; 

the gates of the new Jerusalem, 3:12; 21:12–25; 22:14; the presence of Jesus, 3:20 

3) praise of positive, v. 8 

4) - censure of weakness – NONE! 

5) solution – hold fast!, v. 11 

6) promise to those who overcome, vv. 9–12; 3 rewards: a) vindication before enemies; 

b) deliverance in final trial; c) security in coming age; nations pay homage to true 

Israel, Isa 60:14; see also Isa 45:14, 23; 49:23; Zech 8:20; preservation in trial, 

John 17:15; Dan 12:2; Mark 13:19; 2 Thess 2:1–12; pillars, Gal 2:9; name written 

on believers, Exod 28:36–38; Isa 62:2; Rev 7:3; 14:1; 22:4; name of God’s city, 

Rev 21:2, 10; see also, Gal 4:26; Phil 3:20 

7) closing exhortation “let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches,” v. 13 

 

III. Application 

1) Rely on God’s power in our “little strength.” 

2) Be assured of the nature of God’s true temple.  
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********** 
 

Laodicea (Rev 3:14–21) – Nobody Likes Lukewarm Coffee 

(or Spiritual Ineffectiveness) 
 

I.  Specific Background for Laodicea 

 City background 

Church background  

 

II.  The Letter to the Church at Laodicea 

1) charge to angel to write, v. 14 

2) link to prologue, v. 14; Amen, Rev 1:6, 7; see also Rev 1:18; 5:14; 7:12; 19:4; 

22:20, 21; Isa 65:15–16; Jer 11:5; 28:6; 2 Cor 1:20; faithful and true witness, Rev 

1:5; John 14:6; Isa 43:12–19; beginning/ruler, Col 1:15, 18; see also Rev 22:13  

3) praise of positive – NONE! 

4) censure of weakness, v. 15–17; foolishness of self-sufficiency, Parable of Rich 

Fool, Luke 12; cf. Hos 12:8, 9; Zech 11:5 

5) solution, vv. 18–20; buying, Isa 55:1; gold, idiom for purifying one’s life, Job 23:20; 

Prov 27:21; Mal 3:2–3; Zech 13:9; 1 Pet 1:6–9; 1 Pet 1:7; black garments/ white 

robes, Rev 3:4–5; 4:4; 6:11; 7:9, 13–14; 19:14; nakedness/shame, Isa 20:1–4;  2 

Sam 10:4; Ezek 16:35–39; Nah 3:5; 2 Chr 5:3; receiving fine clothes, Joseph,    

Gen 41:42; Mordecai, Est 6:6–11; spiritual blindness, John 9:39; 

discipline/reprove, Prov 3:11–12; Heb 12:6; see also Ps 94:12; Job 5:17; 1 Cor 

11:32; meal, Luke 15:2; Acts 11:3; meal as symbol of coming messianic 

kingdom, Isa 25:6; Luke 22:30;  Matt 26:29; Rev 19:9; knocking on door, Songs 

5:2–6; Christ at door, Mark 13:29; Matt 24:33; Luke 12:35; Matt 25:1-13; Jas 5:9; 

voice, John 10:2  

6) promise to those who overcome, v. 21; overcoming, John 16:33; Phil 2:9-11; 1 Pet 

3:18, 22; Ps 110:1; sitting on 12 thrones, Matt 19:28; Luke 22:30; 1 Cor 6:2; 2 

Tim 2:11-12; Rev 1:6; 5:10; 20:4, 6; 22:5; Christ at the right hand of the Father, 

Acts 2:34; Rom 8:34;    Eph 1:20; Col 3:1; Heb 1:3; 8:1; 10:12; 12:2; 1 Pet 3:22 

7) closing exhortation “let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches,” v. 22 

 

III.  Application 

1) Recognize our true condition apart from Jesus (spiritually ineffective).  

2) Acknowledge our true need of the Lord.  

3) Realize that the Lord rebukes those whom he loves.  
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Revelation 4–5: The Throne Vision 

10:50-11:30 am Saturday, August 9 

 

I. Revelation 4:1–11 

 

 A. John and the Open Door (v. 1) 

   Background: Ezekiel 1:1 

 

 B. God on His Throne (vv. 2–3) 

Background: Isaiah 6:1; Psalm 47:8; Ezekiel 1:26–38; Exodus 28:17 

  

 C. Angelic Being Around the Throne (vv. 4–8a) 

   Background: 

24 elders (v. 4) – 24 priestly and Levitical orders, 1 Chronicles 24:4; 

25:9–13 

lightning and thunder (v. 5),  Exodus 19:6 

sea of glass (v. 6), Ezekiel 1:22 

four living creatures (v. 6), Ezekiel 1:4–14; Isaiah 6:2–3 

 

 D. Worship in Heaven (vv. 8b–11) 

 

II. Revelation 5:1–14 

 

 A. The Scroll (v. 1) 

   Background: Psalm 139:16; Daniel 8:26 

 

 B. Who Is Worthy to Open the Scroll? (vv. 2–5) 

   Background: 

   Lion from the Tribe of Judah, Genesis 49:9–10 

   Root of David, Isaiah 11:1 

 

 C. The Lamb Is Worthy! (vv. 6–10) 

   Background:  

lamb (v. 6), John 1:29; Isaiah 53:7 

new song (v. 9), Psalm 98:1; see also Psalms 33:3; 40:3; 96:1 

purchased with blood (v. 9), Mark 10:45; 1 Corinthians 6:19–20 

kingdom of priests (v. 10), Exodus 19:6  

 

 D. Worship in Heaven (vv. 11–14) 

   Background: 

ten thousand times ten thousand (v. 11), Dan 7:10  

adoration of entire created world (v. 13), Philippians 2:9-11 
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Revelation 6-9 – The Seals and Trumpets  

1:00-1:40 pm Saturday, August 9 

 

 

Revelation 6 – The Seals 

 

I. Revelation 6:1–8 – The First Four Seals: The Four Horsemen 

• 4 + 2 + 1 pattern of the seals and trumpets  

• 4 horsemen – 4 types of judgment (cf. Zech 1:8-11) 

• cyclical not sequential 

• key is “it was given” (divine permission) 

• shows that Roman Empire was not invincible, Pax Romana was an illusion  

• consequences of human sin without any constraint  

• yet, circumscribed; 1/4 of earth; not complete judgment 

  

II. Revelation 6:9–11 – The Fifth Seal: The Cry of the Martyrs 

• how long?  

• condemned by human courts; God vindicates  

• full number indicates completion of God’s purposes 

• “those on earth” – those who are hostile to God and persecute believers  

• white robes; blessed and purified; was given (divine sovereignty)  

 

III. Revelation 6:12–17 – The Sixth Seal: The Great Earthquake 

• reversal of ordering of creation  

• only allegiance to Jesus matters; not social status or political power  

 

 

Revelation 7 – An Interlude 

  

• panic on earth, but peace in heaven 

• answers question “who is able to stand?” (6:17) 

• two-part vision: the 144,000 (Rev 7:1–8); the great multitude (Rev 7:9–17) 

• most likely church from two perspectives: 1st perspective – sealed, church militant on 

earth; 2nd perspective - anticipated eternal blessedness; church triumphant in heaven 

(with martyrs in 6:9-11 in between) 

 

I. Revelation 7:1–8 – Vision-Part One: The Sealed on Earth  

 

A. God’s Sovereignty: Holding Back Destruction (vv. 1–3) 

 

• four corners; God’s control over farthest reaches of world (Isa 11:12; Ezek 7:2) 

• four winds as destructive agent (Dan 7:2; Jer 49:36; Zech 6:5) 

• seal of ownership of the living God; versus mark of beast  

 

B. God’s Faithfulness: The Sealing of the Twelve Tribes (vv. 4–8) 
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• sealing to protect spiritually, not protection from physical harm 

• identity of the 144,000 

  - not likely a literal reference to Israel; most likely number is symbolic 

  - 12 = people of God x 1000 = completeness (10 x 10 x 10)  

- all believers; including Jewish followers of Jesus; emphasis on completeness  

• notice that John hears 144,000 but sees great multitude (cf. 5:5-6)  

• church as part of “true” Israel (Rom 2:29; 9:6; Gal 3:29; 6:16; Rom 9:6; 1 Pet 2:9, 10) 

 

II. Revelation 7:9-17 – Second Part of Vision: The Redeemed in Heaven  

 

A. The Multitude Worships (vv. 9–10) 

 

• note contrasts between 7:1-8 and 7:9-17 

- “hear”/”see” 

- numbered/no one could count 

- Jewish tribes/”from every nation” 

- Lion/Lamb 

• purpose of vision: assurance of what is yet to come; what is certain 

• one of the most exalted visions in the NT; elders, angels, and living creatures 

of Rev 4-5 now joined by great multitude 

• victory through sacrifice, a key theme in Revelation 

• antiphonal choir between great multitude and heavenly host  

 

B. A Seven-fold Doxology (vv. 11–12)  

 

• a seven-fold doxology 

• consider the joy of the angels over one sinner (Luke 15:10); here multitudes; 

how great the joy and rejoicing 

 

C. Vindication of the Saints (vv. 13-17 

 

• language of Isa 49:10; return from exile; all deprivations removed (cf. Rev 

21:1-6) 

 

 

Revelation 8-9 – The Trumpets  

 

I. Revelation 8:1–5 - Preparation for the Trumpets 

• conclusion of seal judgments (6:1–8:1) and introduction to trumpet judgments (8:1–5) 

• like seals, trumpets follow pattern of 4 + 2 + interlude + 1 

• 30 min. silence; God is in control; dramatic pause emphasizes magnitude of judgment 

• eschatological trumpets: associated with day of God’s wrath (cf. Isa 27:13; Joel 2:1; 

Zech 9:14); and announce eschaton (Matt 24:31; 1 Cor 15:52; 1 Thess 4:16) 

• some similarities to vision of 24 elders with golden bowls of incense (5:8) 
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• suggests that something sacrificial about prayer; prayers of saints play key role in 

bringing God’s judgment on earth and earth-dwellers 

• worship (incense) and justice interwoven: judgment against God’s enemies brings 

forth the same worship as does the vindication and salvation of his people 

 

II. Revelation 8:6–13 - The First Four Trumpets 

• many parallels to plagues that came upon Egypt (4 of 10 from Exodus repeated here) 

• plagues directed toward a world that has steadfastly refused God 

• despite the plagues, earth-dwellers refuse to repent (Rev 9:20–21; 16:9, 11, 21) 

• just as plagues preceded Exodus of Israelites from Egypt, so too here plagues precede 

release of God’s people from oppressive powers  

• a reversal of creation; uncreated in anticipation of new creation  

 

III. Revelation 9:1-12 – The Fifth Trumpet (The First Woe) 

• 6 verses (Rev 8:7-13) on first 4 trumpets; now entire chapter on next 2 // the 2 woes 

• key (v. 1) represents authority; God’s sovereignty to use even evil agents to 

accomplish his purposes  

• locusts are told not to hurt vegetation but people (reversal theme) 

• “composite” creatures considered inherently evil in ANE and many other cultures 

(reversal and distortion of creation) 

• horrific realization that even worse is to come, yet assurance that God sovereignly 

carrying out his purposes 

 

IV. Revelation 9:13-21 – The Sixth Trumpet (The Second Woe) 

• demonic army reveals Roman Empire narrative of “peace/security” apart from God 

• key is that those who endured this did not repent or forsake their behavior 

• notice that end up worshiping the very demonic forces that are oppressing them 

• like seals, a pause/interlude between 6th and 7th trumpets → little scroll in Rev 10 

and two witnesses in Rev 11 

 

 

Revelation 10-11 – The Little Scroll, the Temple, and the Two Witnesses 

 

I. Revelation 10 – The Little Scroll 

• interlude between 6th and 7th trumpets; anticipates Rev 12-13 – heart of book 

• little scroll – different from scroll in Rev 5; but likely refer to it; both reveal the 

events to come; first scroll unsealed; but here open, unfolding revelation 

• angel swearing to show certainty of message  

• final sequence of events to begin 

• eating scroll (Ezek 2:8; 3:1); internalizing message to prophesy; bitter in stomach to 

indicate a hard message 

 

II. Revelation 11:1-13 – The Temple and the Two Witnesses  

• symbolic of church; fate of church during opposition and persecution 

• Temple 
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- no dimensions given further indication symbolic nature of act  

- measuring to show preservation of church; temple as symbol of the church (John 

2:19-22; 1 Cor 3:16-17; 2 Cor 6:16; Eph 2:19-22; 1 Pet 2:5, 9; 5:10; Rev 3:12) 

- outer as earthly; inner as heavenly → earthly temple destroyed; heavenly temple 

preserved/vindicated  

- same time designated for the two witnesses (3.5 years), oppression of holy city, 

persecution of woman and those dwelling in heaven (Rev 11:3; 12:6, 14; 13:5-6) 

- all indicating the persecution of God’s people in different ways (Dan 7:25).   

• The Two Witnesses 

- modeled after Moses and Elijah; common expectation of their return before end of 

world (Mal 4:5); e.g., Transfiguration (Mark 9:4) 

- probably not two individuals but way in which church ministers in last days 

- divine protection of witnesses during ministry 

- same power available during this time of God’s people as formerly 

- ministry completed, physical protection withdrawn; apparent defeat by beast 

- beast from abyss shows demonic character  

- can tell character of earth-dwellers by their reaction to murder of witnesses; 

suggests great city is whole earth 

- resurrection of two witnesses; Ezekiel 37 as background 

- victory through suffering motif in Revelation 

 

III. Revelation 11:14-19 – Anticipation of the Seventh Trumpet (The Third Woe) 

• ark in heaven; place from which God’s promises proceed and symbol of his covenant 

faithfulness 
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Revelation 12-14: The Woman and the Harvests 

1:50-2:30 pm Saturday, August 9 

 

I. Revelation 12:1-6 – The Sign of the Woman 

 

 Verses 1-2 

• (great) sign points to symbolic nature of vision  

• identify of the woman: not Mary but messianic community/people of God; ideal 

Israel; Zion as mother; Isa 54:1; Gal 4:26; Messiah comes from faithful Israel 

• confirmed by fact that in 12:17 woman is church 

• moon beneath feet = dominion; stars = royalty → back to original intent in Garden 

• travail as OT theme; Israel in labor to birth messiah; Isa 26:17; 66:7; Mic 4:10 

 

 Verse 3 

• second sign 

• dragons in OT as enemies of Israel; red - murderous acts of Satan 

• seven – parody of perfection; universality of his power 

• 10 horns recall 4th beast of Dan 7:7, 24  

• diadems not for victory but for taken without warrant; assumed; presumptuous claim  

 

 Verse 4 

• one-third of the stars; tremendous power of Satan to destroy  

• not theology of fallen angels, but horrific counterpart to true kingdom 

• dragon ready for woman and child; picture of the violence and antagonism that Jesus 

met during his earthly life 

- recall King Herod to kill all male babies (Matt 2); recall Pharaoh (Exod 2) 

- temptation in desert; plots to kill; crucifixion 

 

 Verse 5 

• rule with rod of iron (cf. Ps 2:9); similar promise given to Thyatira (2:27) 

• from birth of Christ to ascension 

• evil plans of Satan were ended with Jesus’ ascension 

 

 Verse 6 

• woman flees for 1260 days; nourished by God in wilderness  

• key is not flight but God’s protection, provision, and intimate care (e.g., 1 Kings 17:2; 

Hos 2:14; Matt 2:13) 

 

II. Revelation 12:7-12 – War in Heaven 

• holy war from Daniel 10:13, 21; 12:1 

• between Michael/angels and dragon/angels (not God vs. Satan); Michael (see Dan 

7:13-27; 10:13, 21; 12:1) 

• explains intensity of hostility on church  

• blood of Lamb; divine warrior now the suffering servant 

• notice that Satan defeated by faithful testimony of believers  
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III. Revelation 12:13-17 – War on Earth  

• persecution of woman (people of God) and seed; persecution of church due to 

persecution of Christ  

• Exodus typology: Pharaoh’s pursued children of Israel as fled Egypt (Exod 14:8) 

• two wing echoes Exod 19:4  

• river of water echoes crossing Red Sea/drowning of male babies in Nile (Exod 1:22) 

 

IV. Revelation 13:1-10 – The Beast from the Sea  

• 2 agents who carry out plans of dragon; form an unholy alliance; an unholy trinity 

• filled with references to Roman Empire, but also parallels other kingdoms/empires  

• Dan 7:1-25 as extensive background for Rev 13:1-7 

• beast receives power, dominion from dragon; power of Roman Empire from Satan; 

but ultimately under sovereign control of God  

• dragon parody of God and first beast as parody of Christ 

• slain head may allude to Nero, but text says beast not head restored; hence unlikely 

that refers to restoration of Nero 

• more likely reestablished Roman Empire under Vespasian  

• parody of Christ’s resurrection  

 

V. Revelation 13:11-18 – The Beast from the Earth 

• evil triumvirate: dragon (parody of Father); first beast (received authority as son did 

from father, Matt 11:27; Rev 13:4; second beast (glorifies beast as Spirit does the son, 

John 16:14; Rev 12) 

• first beast may refer to Rome; second to provincial elite/imperial cult priests  

• like false Elijah prepares way for false Messiah 

• Satan’s power to deceive given to beasts 

• 666 (v. 18) - perhaps no other verse in Revelation has attracted so much attention! 

• numerology/gematria common; 1st nine letters = 1-9; next 9 = 10 through 90, etc. 

• graffito in Pompeii: “I love her whose number is 545”  

• refers to a specific man 

- emperors from Julius Caesar to Vespasian can all add up to 666 

- many believe it refers to Nero; but this depends upon shifting from Hebrew 

transliteration of Greek; although likely 

- best is parody of perfection and failure to attain 777 (the Trinity)  

 

VI. Revelation 14:1-5 – Redeemed and Lamb on Mount Zion  

• contrast with Rev 13 and those stamped with 666 

• Lamb – worthy to open scroll (Rev 5); receive worship (Rev 7); here victorious with 

followers  

• 144,000 – recall previous discussion  

• full number of believers throughout history; none lost 

• contrast between the dragon standing on the shore of the sea awaiting beast (12:17-

18) and the Lamb standing on Mount Zion waiting the victorious saints 

• virgins: resisted pagan practices and harlotry of Rome 
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• followers of Lamb: need not imply martyrdom 

• first-fruits: Feast of Unleavened Bread (Lev 23:9-16; Deut 26:1-10) 

 

VII. Revelation 14:6-13 – Announcement of Three Angels  

• Babylon as symbol of world empire; pagan, morally corrupt  

• great enemy of people of God 

• here symbolized Rome (consistent use throughout Revelation)  

• much worse fate for those who worship beast than for those who refuse to  

 

VII. Revelation 14:14-20 – Harvest of the Earth and Vintage of the Earth  

• no mention of destruction of harvest may indicate that for believers; Christ associated 

with first harvest and not second  

• prayers of righteous play part in God’s judgment 

 

IX. Revelation 15:1-8 – Preparation for the Seven Bowls  

• seven angels with seven plagues, the certainty of judgment 

• another example of Exodus typology/language 

• vv. 2-4; another interlude of praise (vv. 2-4) 

• golden bowls (cf. 5:8) suggests relationship between prayers and divine retribution 

• as angels receive bowls, temple fills with smoke symbolizing glory and power of God 

 

X. Revelation 16:1-12 – The Seven Bowls Poured Out 

• many parallels with trumpets of Rev 8-11 and Egyptian plagues (esp. plagues 4-6) 

• major reversal of creation 

• trumpets were partial; one-third of sea – 8:8 but now universal – 16:3 

• bowls poured out quickly; not 4 + 2 + 1; but 7 in a row 

 

XI. Revelation 16:13-16 – Armageddon  

• three unclean spirits from dragon and two beasts 

• suggest false propaganda and slander of Roman Empire 

• Har (mountain) – Magedon (Megiddo), linked with key OT battles (e.g., Judges 4-5) 

 

XII. Revelation 16:17-21 – Seventh Bowl of Wrath  

• 7th trumpet – great voice from proclaiming kingdom of God; temple opened 

• 7th bowl – loud voice proclaiming accomplishment of God’s purposes  

• note parallels between John 19:30 and Rev 21:6 
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Revelation 17-20 – The Prostitute, the Bride, and the Eradication of Evil  

3:00-3:40 pm Saturday, August 9 

 

 

Revelation 17-18 

 

I. Revelation 17:1-16 – Babylon, the Prostitute on the Beast 

• destruction of Rome, embodiment of pagan opposition to Kingdom of God 

• continuation of angelic guide; parallels upcoming account of Bride (Rev 21:9, 10)  

• OT imagery of prostitute to show apostasy (Isa 23:16-17; 45:5-7; Nahum 3:4) 

• Rome – intoxicated; dominant world system using deception and seduction of power  

• woman on scarlet beast – beast that rose out of sea in Rev 13, persecuting power that 

rules by force and ultimate enemy of Christ and church 

• names of blasphemy, probably refers to names taken by emperors, “divine,” “savior,” 

and “lord”; self-deification 

• luxurious garments, gold and pearls; unbelievable wealth, but at price of human lives  

• deliberate contrast with linen that bride wears (Rev 19) and the heavenly Jerusalem  

• Tacitus on Rome: “Where all the horrible and shameful things in the world 

congregate and find a home.”  

• drinking blood was an abomination (Lev 17:14; Deut 12:23) 

 

II. Revelation 17:7-13 – Angelic Interpretation  

• parody of Lamb, came back to life and lives evermore – 1:18; 2:8 

• a counterfeit of “the one who is, was, and is to come” – 1:4, 8, 4:8 

• distinction between those who follow Lamb and those who follow beast 

• background is Dan 7:20, 24  

• seven heads are seven hills of Rome; also seven kings, 5 fallen, one is, one yet to 

come; much speculation, but does not align easily series of emperors 

• most like the one who “is” refer to Domitian  

• 5 down, 1 is, and 1 to come; hence end is drawing near 

• eight is like human emperors, but not from them; likely “antichrist,” evil itself, 

perhaps in human embodiment 

• 10 horns are 10 kings who have not yet received their power (hence cannot be Roman 

emperors); when they do, they will join the beast and turn against Lamb 

• 10 is symbolic; totality of forces arrayed against Lamb and subservient to “antichrist” 

• with one mind they turn their power over to the beast; willing collaborators 

• one hour – short, almost instantaneous time; bounded time period   

 

III. Revelation 17:14-18 – Victory for the Lamb 

• anticipates the final conflict between “antichrist” and Messiah (19:11-21) 

• Lord of Lord, King of Kings, from Deut 10:17; but used of Babylon in Ezek 26:7 

• waters upon which harlot sits now seen as people 

• 4-fold description stresses universality; full scope of humanity; vastness of Roman 

empire 
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• fate of prostitute, taken from Ezekiel 23:11-35 

• cf. Jezebel; 2 Kings 9:30-37 

• God’s sovereignty, even over evil; God uses evil forces to judge evil forces  

• woman is Rome; from which “antichrist” operates; social, political, religious base 

 

IV.  Revelation 18:1-3 – Lament Over Fallen Babylon () 

• detailed account of destruction of Rome 

• extended (3 part) lament for fallen city 

• in part viewed as divine recompense for Roman destruction of Jerusalem  

• authority of angel is to proclaim complete destruction of Rome 

• once proud city of Babylon is desolate (cf. Isa 13:20-22) 

• fornication as OT image of apostasy; epitomized by worship of beast 

• merchants profited by their economic alliance with Rome 

 

V.  Revelation 18:4-8 – Warning to Escape Babylon’s Judgment () 

• no room for compromise; most likely economic involvement and ties with Emperor 

cult  

• implicit reminder that believers have a better city (Revelation 21)  

• hubris, self-glorification and luxurious lifestyle; self-exaltation and self-indulgence 

(modeled after Isa 47:7-8) 

• Rome gave glory to itself; New Jerusalem gave glory to God  

• judgment appropriate for city that claimed to be an “eternal city”  

 

VI. Revelation 18:9-20 – Threefold Lament Over Babylon’s Fall  

• kings (9-10), merchants (11-16), and seamen (17-20) 

• modeled after Ezekiel’s lament for Tyre, Ezek 27 

• stand at distance in horror that she could fall so quickly 

• weep not from sympathy, but because now deprived from financial gain 

• grain imported so that all Romans could have free grain, but other areas starved 

• land used for wine production versus grain; wine more profitable, hence local needs 

unmet  

• 29 items into 6 categories 

1. precious metals and gems 

2. fabrics for expensive clothing 

3. ornamental pieces 

4. aromatic substances 

5. luxury foods 

6. animals and humans (note John’s parenthetical comment) 

• lament resumes of those who became rich from trade of precious cargo 

• recall that Rome dependent on sea lanes  

• call for rejoicing is sudden change; church triumphant to rejoice in God’s sure 

judgment 

 



Open Door Presbyterian 

© Dana M. Harris - 2025 27 

VII. Revelation 18:21-24 – Babylon destroyed  

• collapse from within; all silenced (cf. Jer 51:59-64) 

• no music, no people at work; all economy and normal life ceased 

• contrast with new Jerusalem – light of Lord’s glory; city as bride; harps and songs, 

etc.  

 

Revelation 19-20 

 

[I. The Fall of Babylon: A Lament in Three Parts (Rev. 18)] 

 

II. The Hallelujah Chorus: A Praise in Three Parts (Rev. 19:1–5) 

 

• Hallelujah chorus (Praise Yahweh/Praise the Lord, begins Pss 106, 111-3, 117, 135, 

146-50) 

• three groups worship in contrast to three laments 

 - heavenly multitude (1-3)  

 - 24 elders and 4 living creatures (4) 

 - voice from throne (5) 

• vengeance belongs to the Lord; we are to repay evil with good (Rom 12:19-20) 

• eternal smoke of destruction for “eternal city”  

• sharp contrast to smoke of incense rising up to God in Rev 8:4, etc.  

• contrast between eternal God and eternal reward of believers and eternal torment of 

Satan and his followers (Rev 1:18; 4:9, 10; 10:6; 15:7)  

 

III. The Marriage Feast of the Lamb Announced (Rev. 19:6–10) 

 

• vv. 1-3 – praise God that Babylon fallen; vv. 6-8 – praise God that marriage feast 

about to happen; recall two parts of same coin; judgment on evil; celebration for 

redeemed 

• to call (the Triune) God “Almighty” would have been treason in Roman Empire; 

Domitian took this title to himself 

• “Let us rejoice and be glad”; only other time used is Matt 5:12; in context of 

persecution; here is that reward, the marriage feast 

• marriage as image of relationship with God (e.g., Hos 2:19; Isa 54:5-7, 11-12; 61:10) 

• analogy: church betrothed to Christ by faith awaits Second Coming  

• dress of bride: fine linen, bright/white and pure; contrast with harlot, 17:4; contrast to 

Babylon’s clothing: purple and scarlet; gold, precious stones and pearls (18:16) 

1. Bride’s fine linen stands for righteous acts of saints, bride represents saints, 

people of God whose blood was avenged and joined chorus 

2. Bible uses imagery of clothing to indicate humanity’s relationship with God  

• righteous acts of church; plural could indicate that garment is woven together by 

many strands of righteous deeds (cf. Rom 5:18-19) 

• redeemed life characterized by good works (see also Eph 2:10); was given to her 

• 4th of 7 beatitudes in Rev (1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14) 
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• spirit of prophecy – the message attested to by Jesus is the substance of the previous 

prophetic utterances  

 

III. Revelation 19:11-16: The Victorious Warrior King Arrives 

• 4:1 – a door opens, now heaven itself; Ezek. 1:1; temple opens in 11:19 

• wage war in righteousness – Ps. 96:13; Is. 11:3, 4; in Rev 16:5-7; 19:2; God used 

beast to execute his judgment; now executes judgment against beast and followers  

• faithful and true – from 3:14 and Isa 65:16 

• in OT the warrior is frequently God himself 

• eyes – Rev. 1:14, cf. 2:18; Dan. 10:6; nothing hidden from his sight 

• diadem – dragon has 7 (12:3), beast has 10 (13:1), but Christ many; indicates 

unlimited sovereignty; King of kings has same idea 

• name which no one knows – although given in 11, 13, 16, 

• name has not yet been revealed; will be at the end, to those who overcome; the name 

that can be known only when all God’s purposes are finally fulfilled 
• robe dipped in blood – from Is. 63:1-6  

• Word of God – cf. John 1:1 
• fine linen of followers – not going to battle, but to celebrate victory of Lord  

• Christ’s robe alone is dipped in (his) blood 

• Christ acts alone, heavenly host as a witness  

• King of Kings/Lord of Lords – universal sovereignty; cf. Rev 17:14; 1 Tim 6:15; Dan 

2:47, but even back to Moses, Deut 10:17 

• title shows why and how he will carry out judgments of v. 15 

 

Summary: 

His appearance: horse, eyes, crown, robe 

His name: Faithful and True, unknowable name, Word of God, King of Kings 

His mission: to judge and wage war in righteousness; to strike the nations, to rule with 

power, to tread upon evil 

His weapons: a sharp sword, a rod of iron, a wine press 

His army: clothed in fine line (as banquet guests, not warriors) 

 

IV. Revelation 19:17-21: Account of the Final Battle 

• cf. Ezek 39:17-20; terrible counterpart to marriage supper of Lamb (v. 9) 

• birds (carrion/vultures) – Jer. 12:9; Ex. 39:17 

• all kinds of humans; all ranks of society 

• the trinity of evil and its outcome; may have seen gradual approximations of this in 

history, but this is a final, eschatological scene; it is a decisive defeat of evil 

• false prophet – Rev. 13; 16:13; all false attempts to worship apart from God 

• cast alive into lake of fire 

• 20:10 – devil thrown here; 20:14 – death and Hades; 21:8 – followers of the beast  

• with a word evil is judged; parallels with a word world created  

 

Revelation 20 

 

I. Revelation 20:1-3: Satan Bound 
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• more attention given to 20:1-10 than practically any other part of the Bible; many 

viewpoints, but keep in mind that evangelicals all agree about the return of Christ, 

final judgment, removal of all evil, and glorious eternal state 

• many come to this passage with larger theological programs; passage not that clear 

• abyss as vast subterranean cavern where disobedient spirits were confined before 

judgment (Jude 6; Luke 8:31); here spiritual – realm of evil 

• all four titles of Satan found in verse 2 

• purpose of confinement is not punishment, but prevention of his ability to deceive; a 

cessation of his influence completely; clearly Christ is in complete control  

• debate on literal or not; consider long, undetermined, “complete” time period; Ps 

50:10 – cattle on a thousand hills; 2 Pet 3:8, day long 1000 years, 1000 years like day 

• why Satan unbound again not stated, perhaps to show his true nature and nature of 

followers; cf. 16:12-16 and 19:19-21 

• note passive “must be released” – Christ in complete control  

 

II. Revelation 20:4-6: The Thousand Years – The Millennium  

• most likely background in Dan 7:13-22 

• all who resist evil one to point of death; not two groups, martyrs and resisters; those 

who refused the mark, Rev 13:12-16 

• could be all saints; all even if only martyrs are mentioned  

• only place where millennium taught in NT (in Jewish apocalyptic, 40 to 7000 years) 

• Augustine first to say it was time between advents 

• first resurrection likely only for believers; only nonbelievers at second resurrection – 

eternal punishment 

• 5th of 7 beatitudes in Rev (1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14) 

• second death as being cast into lake of fire, 20:14; 21:8;  judgment for nonbelievers 

 

III. Revelation 20:7-10: The Judgment and Destruction of Satan  

• background in Ezek 38-39 

• even 1000 years does not alter Satan’s plans and the fallenness of human hearts; they 

have experienced Christ apart from Satan’s deception and still follow Satan  

• justifies validity of eternal punishment 

• fire like 2 Kings 1 – Elijah calls down fire on groups of 50 and their captains 

• eternal torment of false trinity 

• Satan accuses “day and night” just as he and his followers will be tormented “day and 

night” for eternity after the final judgment (Rev 14:11; 20:10) 

 

IV. Revelation 20:11-15: The Final Judgment of the Dead  

• some say only nonbelievers, but more naturally, believers first, then nonbelievers 

• heaven and earth flee from presence of God; anticipates new heaven and new earth; 

Isa 51:6; 2 Pet 3:7; decay of old order finished 

• rest of dead who are resurrected for final judgment; most likely includes believers and 

nonbelievers; v. 4 – those who came to life, believers; v. 5 – the rest, nonbelievers 

• notice that none escape judgment – great and small 

• saved by faith, but faith evidenced by fruit; saved by grace, judged by works 
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• lake of fire as judgment and final defeat; Dan 7:9-11; Isa 66:24 

• what is key here is that this is all centered around the Lamb; see Rev 13:8; 12:11 
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Revelation 21-22: A New Heaven and a New Earth 

3:50-4:30 pm Saturday, August 9 

 

   

Revelation 21-22 and Ezekiel 40–48  

Revelation 21-22 Overview  

One vision: Rev 21:1–8 – New creation 

Two elaborations: Rev 21:9–27 and Rev 22:1–6  

 

I. Revelation 21:1-8: The New Jerusalem  

 

• One vision: Rev 21:1–8; two elaborations: Rev 21:9-27 and Rev 22:1–6  

• Major OT/Apocalyptic backgrounds for this idea of renewed/heavenly city 

 Isa 54:10–17; 61:1–22; 62:1–12; bride/precious stones; cf. 49:14-23 

Zech 12:1–13; cf. 9:9-10 

2 Esdras 8:52; 10: 25–28, 44, 54–55; Tobit 13:16; 14:4–7; 2 Baruch 4:3–6  

Other: Gal 4:26; Phil 3:20; Heb 12:22 

• renewal or replacement? 

 

v. 1 

• no more sea; symbol of evil, origin of evil, here → all evil is gone 

• entire Bible points to this moment 

v. 2 

• new creation and New Jerusalem; down from heaven → heavenly origin; 

interesting that new creation centers around a city; realization of human 

community  

• bride - OT background for this idea - Isa 54:5-6; 61:10; 62:1–12 

• renewed and redeemed; both a place and a people 

v. 3 

• I will be their God and they will be my peoples 

- covenantal promise; from Gen 12 to Lev 26; and Jer 31; Ezek 37:26-27 

- tabernacle; presence of God’s glory; John 1:14; now permanent dwelling 

• Jesus descended in incarnation; saw His glory – John 1:14 

• now glorious descent of heaven to earth; God dwells with humanity again   

• perfect communion that was broken rupture of Adam and Eve  

• walk fully/dwell perfectly in with God 

• dwell perfectly with with other peoples/nations to worship Lord forever 

v. 4 

• old order of sin and death is replaced by new order; no more effects of sin 

• allusions to Genesis 1-3 
 

v. 5 

• Behold I make all things new - Isa 65:17; cf. 2 Cor 3:18; 4:16-18 (key) 

• 2 Cor. 5:17, “… if anyone is in Christ, that person is a new creation…” 

v. 6 
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• Alpha and Omega – 1:8; 22:13; Isa 44:6; 48:12; beginning as first and source  

• God who began human history One who will complete it 

• “It is done!”; recalls Jesus’s cry on cross in John 19:30  

• gives water freely (Ps 42; Isa 55:1; Jer 2:13; John 4:14) 

• only the One who paid the price to the utmost can give the water of life freely  

v. 7 

• overcome is the one who inherits (recalls 7 messages) 

v. 8 

• those who have not overcome (provides exhortation for audience) 

 

 

II. Revelation 21:9-27: First Elaboration (Focus on Bride) 

 

A. Details about the City’s Appearance (Rev 21:9–21) 

 

  bride/wife – Isa 54:5;  Mark 2:19; Matt 22:1; John 3:29  

people of God adorned as bride – Isa 49:18; 61:10  

Zion as highest place – Isa 2:1; 4:1–5; 25:6–26:2; 40:9; Mic 4:1–2; Ps 48:2;   

Zech 14:16 

Shekinah glory – Exod 24:15–16; 40:34–35; 1 Kgs 8:10–12; Ezek 43:5; Isa 6:1–4; 

60:1, 2 

wall/gate – Zech 2:4; Isa 26:2  

foundation stone – Eph 2:20; Heb 11:10; Isa 28:16; 54:11–12 

measuring rod – Ezekiel 40–41; Zech 1:16; 2:1–5; Rev 11:1 

 

 Additional Notes:  

• Lamb becomes increasing prominent from here on (7 times in next 22 vv.) 

• significant role of mountains: Moses on Sinai (Exod 19–20); view of 

Promised Land from Mt. Nebo (Deut 34:1–4); Ezekiel’s vision from high 

mountain (Ezek 40:1–2) 

• coming down underscores from God; Babel was ground up by people 

• previous reference to jasper, the One on the throne (4:3) 

• entire city filled with glory of God  

• wall not for defense but to radiate God’s glory  

• twelve gates symbolize abundant entrance 

• number 12 as the people of God; used in every measure of the city 

• Rev 11:1 - John told to measure the temple of God, its altar, and its 

worshippers; purpose - to insure protection 

• Rev 21 - New Jerusalem measured by an angel; purpose - to show enormous 

size and perfect symmetry of “eternal dwelling place of the faithful”  

• inner sanctuary, holy of holies; perfect cube (1 Kgs 6:20; cf. 2 Chron 3:8-9) 

• if literal, would be 3,375,000,000 cubic miles  

• some comparisons: distance between New York and Houston, London and 

Athens; distance between Dead Sea and Sea of Galilee was only 60 miles! 

• size implies room for all (all saints through ages and from every nation) 
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• Key background: Isa 54:11–12; but also high priest’s breastplate (Exod 

28:21=39:14) 

 

B. Life in the City (Rev 21:22–27) 

 

no temple – John 4:21, 2:21; Mark 13:2; 14:58; 1 Cor 3:9–11; 6:19; 2 Cor 6:16;   

1 Tim 3:15; 1 Pet 2:5 

no sun and moon – John 1:9; John 8:12 

open gates – Isa 60:11  

Lamb’s book of life – Rev 3:5; cf. Rom 8:29 

 

Additional Notes:  

• John 4:21 - worship in spirit and truth; in 2 Cor 6:16 - believers are temple of 

living God; Mark 13:2 and 14:58; John 2:21; church as temple: 1 Cor 3:9–11; 

6:19; 2 Cor 6:16; 1 Tim 3:15; 1 Pet 2:5  

• physical temple was a copy and shadow of the heavenly sanctuary (Heb 8:5); 

here built of living stones (1 Pet 2:5; cf. Eph 2:20-22; Hughes) 

• Isa 60:19-20 - as model; nations/kings attracted to glory of the Lord upon 

Jerusalem (60:1–3); wealth of nations comes back to Zion (vv. 4–5) 

• gates shut during the night for security, but no night here (see Isa 60:11 - your gates shall be 

open continually) 

 

 

III. Revelation 22: Eden Restored – The River and the Tree of Life (Focus on Place) 

 

A. Revelation 22:1-5: River and Tree of Life 

 

• second expansion of vision of 21:1-8 

• sparkling river; based on Gen 2:10-14; Ezek 47:1-12; Zech 14:7, 8, 11 

• symbol of Holy Spirit or eternal life generally 

• healing – why necessary in eternal city? – imagery of prophets is carried over 

to eternal state; future glory portrayed in terms limited to this age; here to 

underscore the promise of 21:4 

• they shall see his face; even more than Moses could (Exod 33:20; 33:23; 

promise that pure in heart will see God (Matt 5:8); promise of 1 John 3:2 

• imagery shows ownership and likeness; we are his and we will be like him 

• no need for sun; see Isa 60:19-20; mentioned in Rev 21:23; see also Zech 14:7 

 

B. Revelation 22:6-11: John and the Angel 

 

• note similarity between prologue and epilogue: genuine prophecy (1:3//22:6, 

9-10, 18-19); duly commissioned prophet (1:1, 9-10//22:8-10); read in 

churches (1:3, 11//22:18); for encouragement of faithful (1:3//22:7, 12, 14) 

• spirits of prophets – OT or NT; through Holy Spirit (see 2 Pet 1:21) 
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C. Revelation 22:12-21:  Epilogue: Invitation and Warning 

 

• Final beatitude 

• dog for malicious and impure people; Judaizers in Phil 3:2 

• plural churches shows that vision not just for John or any one church  

• root and offspring of David – Isa 11:1, 10; Rom 1:3; cf. Rev 5:5 

• bright morning star – Num 24:17; star as symbol for expected Davidic king; 

morning star that tribulation is over; Ps 30:18 

• severe warning against willful distortion of the message (cf. Gal 1:6, 7; Deut 

4:2) 

• 3 times in Rev, Jesus is depicted as coming quickly: Rev 3:11; 22:7 and 22:12 

• final benediction; began as epistle and ends with benediction; cf. 1 Cor 16:23; 

Eph 6:24; Jude 24-25 
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